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SUBJ: ALLEGED MASTERMIND OF ASSASSINATION PLOT AGAINST INT- 
-ERIOR MINISTER ARRESTED 

1. THAI POLICE ARRESTED PRAPHANPHONG WETCHACHIWA, VICE-RECTOR 
FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS, CHULALONGKON UNIVERSITY, ON MAY 21 FOR 
ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN A CONSPIRACY TO ASSASSINATE INTERIOR 
MINISTER SAMAK SUNTHORAWET. MR. PRAPHANPHONG, WHO HAS 
CATEGORICALL DENIED THE CHARGES, IS BEING DETAINED. PRAPHAN- 
PHONG IS A MEMBER OF THE PROMINENT WETCHACHIWA FAMILY AND IS 
THE FIRST COUSIN OF NITSAI AND WITTHAYA WETCHACHIWA, HIGH- 
RANKING OFEICIALS IN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AEFAIRS. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE THAI PRESS OF MAY 23, PRAPHANPHONG WAS 
IMPLICATED IN THE ASSASSINATION PLOT BY TWO MEN ARRESTED 
ON MAY 20 WHO HAD CONFESSED TO PLANS TO ASSASSINATE SAMAK. 

THE TWO MEN ARE CHATRI TOEMNGAM, FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY- 
GENERAL OF THE VOCATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF THAILAND, AND 
CHIRAPHONG ROTTHONG, RAMKHAMHAENG UNIVERSITY STUDENT AND 
SON OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL OE THE DEFENSE 

MINISTRY SECRETARIAT, MG SANGIAM ROTTHONG. 

3. THE TWO SUSPECTS CONEESSED TO TWO PREVIOUS PLANNED 
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ATTEMPTS WHICH WERE NOT CARRIED OUT AND A FUTURE 
ONE WHICH WAS THWARTED BY THEIR ARREST. THEY SAID THEY 
HAD NOT GRUDGES AGAINST SAMAK AS SUCH AND WERE QUOTED 
IN THE NATION REVIEW AS SAYING THAT THE "MASTERMIND" 

TOLD THEM THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT WAS FOR "THE BENEFIT 
OF THE COUNTRY-NOT PERSONAL GAIN." THE POLICE ARE 
SEEKING AT LEAST THREE OTHER PERSONS EOR COMPLICITY IN 
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THE ALLEGED PLOT. 

4. COMMENT: ON THE BASIS OF THE INFO. SO FAR AVAILABLE, 

IT IS NOT RPT NOT CLEAR WHY SAMAK SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
SINGLED OUT FOR AN ASSASSINATION PLOT. HE HAD, OF 
COURSE, BEEN THE OBJECT OF ANOTHER ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 
IN LAMPANG IN MAR. SAMAK IS AN ARTICULATE FIGURE WHO 
IS HIGHLY UNPOPULAR WITH A BROAD RANGE OF ACADEMIC AND 
INTELLECTUAL FIGURES IN THAILA D, BUT THE ARREST OF 
PRAPHANPHONG IS THE FIRST INDICATION THAT DISAPPROVAL OF 
SAMAK MAY HAVE LED TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS ASSASSINATION. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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